March 28, 2006

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 28, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 28, 2006, at 9:30 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1259.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, Speaker pro
tempore Aderholt signed the following
enrolled bills on Friday, March 17, 2006:

H.R. 4826, to extend through Decem-
ber 31, 2006, the authority of the Sec-
retary of the Army to accept and ex-
pend funds contributed by non-Federal
public entities to expedite the proc-
essing of permits;

S. 2275, to temporarily increase the
borrowing authority of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency for
carrying out the National Flood Insur-
ance Program;

S. 2320, to make available funds in-
cluded in the Deficit Reduction Act of
2005 for the Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program for fiscal year 2006,
and for other purposes.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

——
0 1430

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL
VISITOR CENTER ENFORCEMENT
ACT

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4882) to ensure the proper remem-
brance of Vietnam veterans and the
Vietnam War by providing a deadline
for the designation of a visitor center
for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4882

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Visitor Center Enforce-
ment Act”.
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SEC. 2. SITE.

Section 6 of Public Law 96-297 is amended
by adding at the end the following:

‘“(e) SITE.—The visitor center authorized
by subsection (a) shall be located in the open
land in the triangular area between Henry
Bacon Drive, NW, 23rd Street, NW, Constitu-
tion Avenue, NW, and the Lincoln Memo-
rial.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SCHWARZ of Michigan). Pursuant to the
rule, the gentleman from New Mexico
(Mr. PEARCE) and the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Mexico.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 4882, introduced by Resources
Committee Chairman RICHARD POMBO,
along with Ranking Member NICK RA-
HALL, Congresswoman DONNA
CHRISTENSEN and myself, would locate
the congressionally approved under-
ground visitors center for the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial on land adjacent to
the Lincoln Memorial.

Chairman POMBO felt compelled to
take this unusual action in direct re-
sponse to what he and I and others be-
lieve is the unreasonable bureaucracy
choreographed by the National Capital
Planning Commission.

In November of 2003, the President
signed the bill into law authorizing the
creation of the visitors center. For 3%
years, this project has been under way
with the National Park Service and the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund hav-
ing promptly met all requests for envi-
ronmental and related information on
the siting of the center. Yet, the com-
mission demands more.

Last November, the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Fund and the National
Park Service gave the commission an
extensive traffic analysis and met
other information requests for a De-
cember 1 meeting at which the com-
mission was expected to approve the
site. However, without any notice to
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund,
the commission removed the visitors
center from the meeting agenda and re-
quested an extensive and unprece-
dented environmental analysis.

There is no need for an additional
analysis. In compliance with the Com-
memorative Works Act, the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Fund commis-
sioned a site selection study environ-
mental analysis in June 2005 that rec-
ommended the most appropriate site,
which is cited in H.R. 4882, as amended.
Site A, as it is known, would not inter-
fere or encroach on the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial or other memorials
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and protects the open space and visual
sight lines of the National Mall as re-
quired by the authorizing legislation.

As a Vietnam veteran, I believe the
visitors center is a long overdue com-
plement to the most visited memorial
in Washington, DC. While ‘‘the Wall,”
as it has become known, certainly pro-
vides a visitor with an intense and sol-
emn experience, it lacks personal con-
text. Our brave soldier, sailors, and air-
men desperately need something more,
an experience that can help them heal
while bringing closure. Their objec-
tives were honorable and their sacrifice
was exemplary. Yet their heroism re-
mains unnoticed by younger genera-
tions.

As today’s participants in the mili-
tary, young men and women, fight the
war on terror, there is no better way to
reassure them that America will honor
their sacrifice, no matter what the Na-
tion feels. The greatest thing that we
can do to reassure them is to honor our
Vietnam veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
bill, as amended.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. RAHALL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to join Chairman POMBO as an
original cosponsor of this measure,
along with the ranking member on our
Parks Subcommittee, Representative
DONNA CHRISTENSEN. We urge our col-
leagues to approve H.R. 4882.

While the fighting ended more than
30 years ago, our work as a nation to
reconcile with all that took place dur-
ing the Vietnam Era continues.

Just as the Revolutionary War gave
birth to our liberty, and the survival of
our Union through the Civil War and
two World Wars gave us strength, the
lessons of the Vietnam War can grant
us wisdom; and while the emotions
stirred by that war in the hearts and
minds of Americans are many and var-
ied, the journey this Nation has taken
with regard to Vietnam resembles
nothing so much as a journey of griev-
ing.

We grieve for the fallen, for the
bereft families, for the survivors and
their painful scars, and for the wounds
inflicted on the country and the people
of Vietnam.

Mr. Speaker, the experts tell us that
there are stages to the grieving proc-
ess. In those 30 years, we have experi-
enced them each in turn.

The process began with denial and
with anger. For a time, we denied Viet-
nam its rightful place in American his-
tory as we denied those who fought and
died their rightful place in the pan-
theon of American heroes. And Lord
knows we have felt the anger. To our
shame, we directed much of that anger
at those who served.

We have also lived through what the
experts call the bargaining phase. We
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